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 Ants and termites often start swarming around the latter part of
February through early March. It is important to distinguish swarming
ants from termites because control measures for both are quite
different in technique and price. 

Subterranean termites are the most destructive insect pests of wood. In
nature, they scavenge wood, breaking down the large amounts of dead
trees and other wood which accumulate in forests. The breakdown
products of wood are returned to the soil as humus. Problems begin
when termites invade human structures. Their presence is not readily
noticeable and damage often is discovered before the termites are seen.
The homeowner can practice prevention, but successful chemical
control nearly always requires the services of qualified pest control
operators. 

Subterranean termites are found throughout the United States except
Alaska. These wood-destroying insects are found throughout Texas,
decreasing in frequency from the Gulf Coast to central regions. Termites
represent a great hazard to wooden structures in these areas. 

Subterranean termites are social insects that live in nests or colonies in
the soil.  Three termite forms or castes are found in the colonies -
reproductives, workers and soldiers. Individuals of each caste have
three growth stages - egg, nymph and adult.  
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Reproductives can be winged (primary) or wingless (secondary). Each
has the capability to produce new offspring. Primary reproductives,
also called swarmers or alates, vary in body color from coal black to
pale yellow brown. The wings may be pale or smokey gray to brown
and have few distinct veins. Swarmer termites are about 1/4 to ¾
inches long and make up the largest number of individuals within a
colony. Workers gather food, enlarge and maintain the nest, and feed
and care for all other castes in the colony. 

 Soldiers resemble workers in color and general appearance.
However, they have large, well-developed, brownish heads with
strong mandibles or jaws. Soldiers defend the colony against
invaders, primarily ants. Soldiers in certain types of termites, that
normally occur in arid regions, are called nasutes. Nasute soldiers
have pear-shaped heads with a long, tube-like projection on the
front. They exude a sticky substance to entrap their enemies.

Termites will have straight antennae, two pair of equal length wings,
no eyes and a thick waist - ants on the other hand will exhibit an
elbowed antennae, 2 pair of unequal length wings, eyes, and a thin
waist. For more information, please contact Clint Perkins with the
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension office in Smith County located at 1517
West Front Street, suite 116 Tyler, TX 75702 or call 903-590-2980
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  Here we go again, having to deal with another round of devastating freeze damage.
Severe cold can cause all types of problems for susceptible plants not prepared for
it, especially tropicals and zone 8 evergreens from Asia. Freezing temperatures can
damage tender plants by rupturing plant cells as ice crystals form and rapid changes
in temperatures occur.  Unfortunately, this time an insulating blanket of snow wasn’t
in the cards.
 The signs of cold damage can be confusing, since some damage may not be
evident until months later. Leaves and tender shoots subjected to freezing
temperatures appear water-soaked and wilted. These tissues will usually turn
black or brown within a few days. Evergreens, such as azaleas, camellias,
gardenias, and roses may have dead foliage and damaged stems. I hate to say
it, but we might have lost blooms on many azaleas and most camellias as they
bloom on previous year’s growth. There could also be stem damage like bark
splitting as well. This type of damage occurs as a splitting of the stem or bark,
typically near the base of the plant, due to sudden changes in temperature. 

Once they become obvious,
split stems and branches
should be pruned to
unaffected growth. Hopefully
most of our damaged shrubs
will at least re-sprout from
the lower stems and the
ground once warm weather is
here. Sometimes cold injury
is not readily apparent until
the plant starts to actively
grow again. At this point, cut
out the dead and leave the
living.

 



 After a freeze or frost, the leaves of damaged herbaceous plants may
immediately appear wilted and water soaked. However, the freeze injury to
the twigs, branches, or trunks often doesn’t appear on shrubs and trees
right away. Wait at least a month then use a knife or thumbnail to scrape the
outer bark on young branches. Freeze-damaged areas will be brown
beneath the bark; healthy tissues will be green or white.
 Delay pruning until time reveals the areas that are living and dead and until
the threat of additional frosts or freezes has passed. Leaving dead limbs
and foliage at the tops of plants will help protect the lower leaves and
branches from nighttime radiation loss. Pruning immediately after a freeze
does not improve the outcome. Also, plants that are pruned tend to be
invigorated more quickly, which may set them up for further damage in our
unpredictable cycling of warm and cold temperatures.  
 So, do not be in a hurry to prune or remove your damaged plants. Some
plants may appear dead but may not be. Corrective pruning should not be
started until the full extent of the damage can be determined. Visit our
Tyler Botanical Garden (in the Tyler Rose Garden) to see how the Smith
County Master Gardeners are dealing with the damage.
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As inflation increases and with the price of eggs at the highest we’ve ever
seen, many people have begun producing as much food from their homes
as possible instead of going to the grocery store. Poultry production is
one aspect of home-grown foods that has increased amongst
noncommercial producers. Poultry can serve as an egg and meat source,
plus starting a small flock in your backyard is simple to do. 

There are several types of breeds you can choose from like Rhode Island
Reds, New Hampshire, and Plymouth Rock breeds which are the most
common laying breeds. Layer pullets can produce up to 15 dozen eggs per
year, and second year hens can produce up to 12 dozen eggs. Day-
old/baby chicks can be purchased at local feedstores, or on special
occasions, commercial hatcheries will have some to sell. 

Housing and maintaining the living space for the flock may be the most
complex aspect of this operation. Housing accommodation is inexpensive.
There are several types of living spaces poultry will need as they begin to
mature and breed.  Starting out, chicks can be placed in brooder houses
to ensure that feed is in abundance and chicks have enough floor space.
Baby chicks will need an adequate amount of heat. Infer-red heat lamps
are the most common way of maintaining heat.  The light will need to be
raised week by week as the chicks begin to grow, so they can maintain
an even temperature. There should be an abundant amount of feed ad
water in troughs, however as chicks grow, feed should be reduced to
decrease wasted food. This will help reduce the chance of moldy feed, as
well as reducing the chance of feces in feed troughs which leads to
disease. Layer houses are not expensive to construct, however as birds
begin to lay eggs, you must make sure they have places to lay, as well
make sure eggs are protected from predators. 
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Poultry has many predators: Foxes, coyotes, racoons, dogs, mink,
snakes, and owls are among the largest threats to the small birds. It is
commonly advised to use cages in layer houses so eggs will not be dirty
and to help prevent eggs from being damaged. Shavings or another type
of nesting material that should be placed in the coop before birds start
laying or birds will get in the habit of laying eggs on the ground which
will increase the damage potential and attract predators. It is best to
ensure that there is enough ventilation, and cool drafts are not entering
the house. Depending on the number of birds that are laying in the house
determines whether you will be collecting eggs two times a day, in the
mornings or in the evenings. Second- Year layers will go through a
period of molting (shedding of feathers) and will not produce eggs
during this period. 

Feeding the small flock is the most expensive activity in the operation. 3
dietary rations need to be followed. Chicks need to be introduced to a
starter diet, with 20% protein for 8 weeks. From weeks 9-20, a 16%
protein diet is needed, and from then on a 15% protein diet will then need
to be maintained. Culling (eliminating) hens could reduce feed costs and
prevent disease from spreading to the flock. An ideal layer will have
large, soft, red combs and wattles and bright, prominent eyes. Also, she
will have a good body size and her vent will be enlarged, and moist.
Mites and lice are the most common external parasites that can be found
in a flock of chickens. Many of these are brought into the house by non-
domesticated birds. Common internal parasites include roundworms,
cecal worms, capillary worms, grape worms, and flukes. Sanitation
practices are the most effective way to prevent these parasites. 

Contact your local County Extension Office for pesticide
recommendations, and how to properly slaughter birds for meat
consumption. 



Plant Care
·Prune hybrid tea, grandiflora, and floribunda roses mid-month at 45-degree angles
just above outward facing buds. Remove dead wood and crossing branches. Prune
climbers after first bloom by removing oldest canes only. Prune shrub, tea, China,
polyantha, and miniature roses with hedge clippers. 
·Plant roses, groundcovers, trees, shrubs, vines, fruit/nuts, petunias, and
snapdragons. 
·Plant onion sets early in the month.
·Plant Irish potatoes around Valentine’s Day.
·Begin to plant your garden with lettuce, cilantro, parsley, radishes, mustard, carrots,
beets, turnips, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, kale, collards, Swiss chard, spinach, and
cauliflower. 
·Cut back frozen perennials and tropicals.
·Do not top crapemyrtles. Only prune out dead wood, crossing branches, and suckers
at base.
·Do not fertilize lawns yet. Wait until April when nights begin to warm and turfgrass
begins to grow.

Pests
·Begin regular disease prevention programs for susceptible roses or better yet, grow
Earth-Kind selections that you don’t have to spray.
·Treat aphids on ornamentals with strong spray of water, insecticidal soap, or other
appropriately labeled insecticide.
·At first sign of cabbage loopers on broccoli, cabbage, and cauliflower apply BT
(Bacillus thuringiensis). 
         
Odds and Ends
·Clean, sharpen, and oil outdoor tools.
·Check irrigation systems for missing or broken heads. Clean filters. 
·Service mowers and power equipment. 
·Clean out and/or mount bluebird nest boxes.  
·Clean out and/or erect purple martin houses.   
·Keep bird feeders filled with black oil sunflower seed.
·Keep bird baths clean and filled.
·Purchase vegetable seed for spring and summer garden.

Things to do in February 



Helpful Resources 














