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GRASSBUR CONTROL IN PASTURES AND HAY MEADOWS 

I have been getting numerous questions about grassbur control in pastures and hay
meadows this year.Grassburs like to grow in sandy soils with very little competition from
our warm season forages. We were in a very severe drought this past summer.This
caused thinning stands of our warm-season perennial grass pastures. Then when we did
get some rain later in the growing season, we had an explosion in grassbur growth. They
have a negative effect for animals that graze on them and the hay that is produced
when they have seed heads present. The grassburs cause pain, discomfort and even
infection to the animals that are grazing them. They also have a negative effect on hay
quality and greatly reduce forage value.There are two approaches to control grassburs
using herbicides. One is using pre-emergent herbicides. There are currently two pre-
emergent herbicides labeled to control grassburs.One is Prowl® H2O and other
formulations of pendimethalin can be applied as a pre-emergent control of grassbur on
dormant bermudagrass at rates from 1.1 to 4.2 quarts per acre. The tighter the soil
texture the more product is needed for proper pre-emergent control. Good results can
be obtained from pendimethalin if it is properly incorporated by at least 0.5” to 0.75” of
rainfall or irrigation within 7 days of application to be effective. The other pre-emergent
herbicide just got a pasture label in Texas.It is called Rezilon® (active ingredient is
Indaziflam). Use rates are 3-5 fluid ounce per acre. Rezilon® requires rainfall of 0.25-0.5
inches of rain or irrigation to be effective.Herbicides need to be evenly distributed across
the field to ensure that there are no skips. The shorter the grass is, the better. If you have
good herbicide to soil contact, the better the pre-emergent weed control is. There are no
grazing restriction. There is a 40 day hay harvesting restriction when using Rezilon®
when using rates above 3 oz/acre. 

The second approach is to use a post emergent herbicide that is labeled for grassbur
control in pastures and/or hay meadows. Currently, there are three options available for
post emergent control.One product is Pastora® (nicosulfuron + metsulfuron) and it must
be applied to small grassbur plants (1-1.5 inches tall) at rates of 1.0 to 1.5 oz per acre. It is
only labeled for use on bermudagrass, so applying it on any other type of pasture or
hayfield is illegal and could cause severe injury. There are no grazing or haying
restrictions associated with the use of Pastora®. 
Another post-emergence treatment is Glyphosate (active ingredient in Roundup®),
which is labeled for use on bermudagrass hayfields immediately after the first hay
cutting. This application also will control many annual grasses other than grassbur.
Some stunting of perennial grasses will occur if broadcast application is made when
plants are not dormant. Higher application rates may be used for hard-to-control weeds;
however, higher rates will cause stand reduction in the forage species. It is important to
treat as soon as possible after the first hay cutting for two reasons. First, there will be
less crop injury since there will be less bermudagrass leaf area to take up the herbicide.
Second, the product must contact the grassbur plants while they are small; this is less
likely to happen if the bermudagrass has regrown and is covering the grassbur. A
maximum of 2 quarts per acre per year can be applied with no grazing restrictions. 
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The third post-emergence product should be used with caution. The active ingredient,
imazapic, sold under the trade names such as Plateau® and Panoramic®, will stunt
bermudagrass growth for a period of at least 30 days. Some varieties, such as Jiggs and
World Feeder, are more prone to injury than others. It is labeled for use in most
perennial grass species, including native range. It is an excellent herbicide, with both
preemergent and post-emergent activity and is only recommended where controlling
grassbur is more important than forage growth. It is relatively inexpensive and has a
wide weed control spectrum. There are no grazing restrictions, but a seven-day haying
restriction applies when using imazapic.
Usually, we recommend applying a pre-emergent herbicide from February 1-March 1 for
grassbur control. This has been a warm winter so far. I am recommending applying a
pre-emergent herbicide this year by February 1st-15th at the latest. 
When applying a post-emergent herbicide, timing is critical. The younger the grassbur
is, the better control you will have. Once grassburs are controlled, follow soil test results
for lime and fertilizer applications. Remember, the best form of weed control is a thick
dense growing forage.Always follow the herbicide label for rates, mixing instructions,
timing of application and for which weeds it will control. Remember, the label is the law. 
Trade names of commercial products used in this news article are included only for
better understanding and clarity. Reference to commercial products or trade names are
made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and the Texas A&M University System is implied.
Readers should realize that results from one experiment do not represent conclusive
evidence that the same response would occur where conditions vary. If you have any
questions, please contact Clint Perkins at the Smith County Extension Office at 903-590-
2980.  
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Biodiversity Boost: Leaves on the ground create a microhabitat that supports a diverse array of
organisms. In this leaf litter, insects find refuge, amphibians seek shelter, and beneficial microbes
thrive. It's a bustling ecosystem that contributes to the overall biodiversity of the garden.

Soil Enrichment: As leaves break down, they become a natural source of organic matter,
enriching the soil beneath your trees. This organic mulch improves soil structure, retains
moisture, and enhances nutrient levels, providing a healthy foundation for your trees and
surrounding plants.Think of them as free mulch and compost.

Natural Fertilizer: As they have for millions of years, decomposing leaves release essential
minerals into the soil, acting as a slow-release fertilizer that nourishes your trees and promotes
overall soil health and friability.

Water Conservation: A leafy layer on the ground acts as a protective shield, reducing water
evaporation from the soil. This not only conserves moisture but also helps maintain a more stable
soil temperature. As a result, your trees are better equipped to withstand both drought and
excessive rainfall, both of which occur regularly here.

Pollinator Paradise: Many pollinators, including various species of bees and butterflies,
overwinter in the leaf litter. The layer of leaves provides a protective cover, shielding them from
harsh weather conditions. By leaving leaves in place, you're offering a refuge for these pollinators
during the colder months.

Erosion Prevention: The fallen leaves act as a natural barrier, preventing soil erosion caused by
wind and water. This protective layer stabilizes the soil structure, ensuring that your trees' root
systems remain securely anchored in place.

Time and Energy Savings: Let's face it – raking leaves can be a time-consuming and energy-
draining task. By embracing the natural process of leaf decay, you not only save yourself the
effort but also contribute to a more sustainable and low-maintenance garden.

The seemingly simple act of leaving leaves beneath your trees can have far-reaching ecological
benefits. By appreciating the ecological role of leaves and allowing them to remain beneath trees,
you create a more sustainable and pollinator-friendly environment. 

LEAF IT BE 
Written by: Greg Grant 

With falling foliage in full force, the age-old tradition of raking leaves beneath our trees comes to
the forefront. However, there’s been a major push of late by entomologist and author Dr. Doug
Tallamy and others to avoid the practice and let them lie, especially under shade trees.
Tallamy has written several influential books, including "Bringing Nature Home: How You Can
Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants" and "Nature's Best Hope: A New Approach to Conservation
that Starts in Your Yard."I once heard him speak in Lufkin and hopefully one day we can bring him
to Tyler to share his views on ecological landscaping.
Here are some reasons to consider not raking and discarding your leaves this fall.



LET’S GET PEACHY 
WRITTEN BY: ANTHONY BROWN 

There is nothing like a big bowl of hot peach cobbler with
vanilla ice cream on top! Peach production here in East
Texas is very well known. Although we have many
orchards around, many people like to produce this fruit in
their own yards. Maybe you have thought about producing
your own peach trees this coming spring. You can
purchase heathy beginner fruit trees from local nurseries
about 2 to 4 feet tall. Peach trees should be planted
between December and March when trees are dormant.
Dig holes big and about 18-24 inches deep in well-drained
sandy soils so the roots will not have any issues growing as
the tree matures. Peach trees should not be planted in
previously planted spots, because they will be more
susceptible to any soilborne diseases that may be present
in the area. There are several varieties that will are suitable
for this area (medium chill region). Flavorcrest, Tex Royal,
Texstar, Springold, Rio Grande are a few varieties that you
can choose from. 
 
Pruning (grooming) is the utmost factor in peach production of fruit, weak trees, diseases, and
short tree life. Annual pruning stimulates new growth each spring and summer. It is better to
prune peach trees when they are dormant, normally in the month of February and in some cases
early March. Winter chilling and late frosts determine how successfully the tree will be bearing
fruit during the production season. As of right now, we have had a pretty moderate winter, and in
order for producers to have a successful growing season our days need to be a little more cooler.
However, it is important to prune trees at the right time, because soon after the tree will bloom.
Producers with limited number of peach trees can get away with pruning trees when the pink
buds are present. The purpose of pruning is to remove nonproducing wood that is old gray-
colored, and slow-growing. If trees are not pruned annually, fruit producing shoots will grow
higher and higher making it difficult to harvest fruit.  Keep fruit as close to arm length as
possible. Peaches produce on last year growth. Leave 1 -year-old 18 - 24-inch red colored shoots.
The branching structure you need to adopt is an open-center system. This will allow for air
circulation, reduce disease pressure, and allow sunlight to accelerate the coloring of the fruit.
Remove all hanger shoots, rootstock suckers and water sprouts within the bottom three feet of
the tree. Also prune out shoots in the middle of the tree, making it easier to apply herbicides and
increase air circulation. Leave the 18-24 - inch shoots but remove all old and gray wood. 40
percent of the tree should be removed each year, making for a healthy, long lasting, and fruitful
tree each year. 
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LET’S GET PEACHY 
WRITTEN BY: ANTHONY BROWN 

To help maintain healthy trees, it is advised to take a standard soil sample therefore you will
know your pH level and know the amount of fertilizer that is needed to help stimulate growth.
In the first two years of production, fertilizer should be applied in the springtime if the pH is
below a 7.8. Once your trees are fully developed (around year four) and depending on how
many trees you have in an acre; apply about 50-60 lbs. per acre for healthy trees. For trees that
are not as healthy and have poor color and lack luster growth will need less fertilizer. It is
recommended that you plant trees where water will be always available. Thus, most orchards
today utilize a drip irrigation system, and each tree can use up to 50 gallons of water per day. 
There are numerous of diseases and insects that are naturally occurring pests to peach
trees.These pests include San Jose scale, greater and lesser peach tree borers, plum curculio,
peach twig borer, and catfacing insects. Diseases include scab, brown rot, bacterial spot, post-
oak root rot, and cotton root rot. To help combat these pests, visit your local Extension Agent
and they will be able to recommend an insecticide or pesticide; be sure to always read and
follow the label. Once peaches are ready for harvest when they are firm-ripe with a reddish
blush blended with a yellow background. Wash off fruit, and keep refrigerated as long as
possible until you or a consumer is ready to eat the peaches.
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Plant Care 
Till beds for spring planting and mix in compost.
Cut back ornamental grasses.
Cut back frozen and frosted perennials and tropicals.
Prune peach and plum trees into open bowl shape so light and air can        
reach all branches.
Prune dead wood, lower limbs, suckers, and crossed limbs from shade trees,
vitex, crape myrtles, and other ornamental trees. Do not apply pruning paint.
DO NOT top or heavily prune crape myrtles.
Plant fruit and bare root nut trees, roses, asparagus, onions, ornamental
cabbages, pansies, and snapdragons this month.
Transplant dormant trees and shrubs.
Mulch and or cover tender plants to prevent freeze damage.
  
Fertilize
Fertilize cool season annuals, vegetables, and winter flowering  plants with a
3:1:2 lawn fertilizer such as 15-5-10, 18-6-12, 28-3-12, etc.
  
Pests
Apply broadleaf weed killer to control non-grassy weeds during warm
periods.  
Spray dormant oil to control scale on peach, citrus, and other affected fruit
trees.
Remove and destroy bagworm pouches.
  
Odds and Ends
Have soil tested and amend as necessary.
Clean flowerpots with soapy water and soak in a 5% bleach solution.
Clean out bird feeders, houses, and baths and clean with 5% bleach.
Keep bird feeders stocked with black oil sunflower weed.
Sort chemicals and properly dispose of expired ones.
Order seeds from seed catalogs.
Make sure plants moved inside receive the brightest light possible to avoid      
leaf drop.
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Helpful Resources 
 Horticulture 
East Texas Gardening with Keith Hansen: easttexasgardening.com
Facebook Page: facebook.com/easttexasgardening 
Greg Grant 's Blog: arborgate.com/greg-ramblings
Facebook Page: facebook.com/ggrantgardens
Neil Sperry's Web Site: neilsperry.com 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/NeilSperryTexas
Plant Answers: plantanswers.com 
Texas Gardener Magazine: texasgardener.com 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/texasgardenermagazine

Agriculture 
Ranch TV: https//ranchtv.org 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/ranchtv/ 
Texas A&M Wildlife and Fisheries Extension: https://wfsc.tamu.edu
Videos: https://www.youtube.com/user/WFSCAgriLife
Facebook Page: facebook.com/wfscextension/
Texas A&M Natural Resources Instiute: https//nri.tamu.edu 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/tamuNRI/
Wild Pig Resources and Videos:http://feralhogs.tamu.edu
  University Based 
Texas A&M Aggie Horticulture: aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu
Facebook Page: facebook.com/aggiehorticulture 
Integrated Pest Management: ipm.tamu.edu 
Insect Answers and Information: citybugs.tamu.edu 
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory: plantclinic.tamu.edu 
Turf and Grass Care: aggieturf.tamu.edu 
Texas A&M Forestry Service: tfsweb@tamu.edu 
Soil Testing Information: Soiltesting.tamu.edu 

 
 Gardens 
SFA Garden in Nocogdoches: sfagardens.sfasu.edu 
The Garden at Texas A&M: gardens.tamu.edu 












