
March Issue: 
SMITH COUNTY
EXTENSION AGENT
AGRICULTURE &
NATURAL RESOURCES

SMITH COUNTY
EXTENSION AGENT
HORTICULTURE

SMITH COUNTY
PRAIRIEVIEW
EXTENSION AGENT
AGRICULTURE &
NATURAL RESOURCES

The official monthly newsletter of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service of Smith County  

TEXAS A&M AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE 
SMITH COUNTY NEWSLETTER 

Monthly Newsletter | March, 2024

Hay & Fertilization Practices  

Crapemyrtle Pruning 101 

Squash & Zucchini

Undercovering the Mystery
Behind Turf Loss in 2023 

Common Naturalized East
Texas Narcissus 

Turfgrass 101 

Basic Fertilizer
Recommendation 

Things to do in March 

Helpful Resources 

Upcoming Events 





HAY AND FERTILIZATION PRACTICES 

When forage is harvested as hay, it removes nutrients from the soil without recycling dead
decaying plant matter and/or animal manures and urine from grazing animals. Consequently,
maintaining a higher fertility level in a hay meadow becomes crucial compared to pastures. An
annual hay crop of 6 tons per acre will deplete 300 pounds of nitrogen, 84 pounds of
phosphorus, and 252 pounds of potassium. Failure to replenish these nutrients annually leads to
soil depletion, resulting in declining soil fertility levels and reduced yields. To sustain grass
stands, maximize yields, and ensure quality, it is imperative to prioritize soil fertility management.
In East Texas fields, nitrogen and potassium levels typically tend to be low. For areas where hay is
harvested 3-4 times a year, a recommended 1-1 ratio of nitrogen to potassium is suggested.
Soil test reports provide guidelines for fertilizer application in pounds per acre for nitrogen,
phosphorus, and potassium. Phosphorus and potassium rates are annual, while the nitrogen
requirement is for the initial fertilization. Subsequent nitrogen rates are usually outlined in the
report. However, it's important to note that the suggested fertilizer rates are not absolute; they
serve as guidelines. Producers, with their knowledge of specific fields, may need to adjust the
rates based on their experience.

For Bermuda grass and Bahia grass meadows, fertilizer blends like 25-5-15 and 21-8-17 generally
meet nutrient requirements, aligning closely with the grasses' needs. In hay meadows with a
medium to high soil phosphorus level, a 21-0-21 fertilizer blend is effective, but a soil test is
essential to prevent phosphorus deficiency. These blends should be consistently applied with
each fertilizer round to avert soil deficiencies.
While a fertilizer blend may supply nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium for the first cutting,
applying only nitrogen for the second cutting can lead to the grass depleting phosphorus and
potassium from the soil. This can result in decreased forage yields and stand quality, even if
sufficient nitrogen is present.
To ensure an adequate nutrient supply, phosphorus and potassium fertilizers can be applied in
the fall or early spring, followed by nitrogen-only applications. If potassium requirements exceed
100 pounds, split applications are recommended. A thin grass stand often indicates low
potassium levels. Achieving the correct nutrient balance is essential for maintaining stands and
yields.
There is no one-size-fits-all recommendation for all soils and management programs. Following
specific recommendations based on soil testing is the most reliable way to attain the correct
nutrient levels for a particular soil. Soil testing should be viewed as a cost-saving tool, guiding
producers to purchase only the elements lacking in the soil, thus avoiding unnecessary excesses.
For further information, please reach out to Clint Perkins at the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
office in Smith County, located at 1517 West Front Street, Suite 116, Tyler, TX 75702, or call
903-590-2980. 

WRITTEN BY: CLINT PERKINS 



CRAPEMYRTLE PRUNING 101
Written by: Greg Grant 

1.Pruning crapemyrtles decreases cold hardiness.Let’s not soon forget the freeze damage inflicted on many crapemyrtles in
recent memory.

2.Topping crapemyrtles causes them to sucker more at the base leading to more work to remove the unwanted sprouts.
The ultimate goal is to have a permanent number of trunks (odd numbers like 3, 5 or 7 look best) with no suckers and no
more topping. 

3.Hack jobs on crapemyrtles costs money. Crews don’t cut and haul crapemyrtle branches for free and the fuel used for the
equipment isn’t cheap or environmentally friendly. I suspect crapemyrtle bark scale (the tree’s primary insect pest) is spread
tree to tree and neighborhood to neighborhood by pruning equipment and trailers as well. 

4.Topping crapemyrtles produces a plethora of new shoots and narrow crotch angles for the pesky crapemyrtle bark scale
to hide and overwinter in. Crapemyrtle bark scale also likes to feed on new succulent growth and callus tissue produced by
pruning. 

5.Cutting and hauling crapemyrtle limbs is loads of work.I’ve had shoulder surgery, two neck surgeries, back surgery, and
four hip surgeries. I’m certainly not looking for things to bend over and pick up!

The misguided annual practice of crapemyrtle butchering is in full swing.As a crapemyrtle lover and owner of an alleé of
them along my driveway, I literally cringe when I see the site of carved crapes. The only pruning crapemyrtles ever need
(if at all) is thinning the trunks as they are developing to the desired permanent number, removing suckers as they
sprout at the base, and cutting out dead wood and crossing or rubbing branches. That’s it.As with all trees in our
landscapes, they should never be topped or heavily pruned. Here’s why.

6.If your crapemyrtle grows too big for the space you have it in, then you have the wrong cultivar and should remove it
entirely instead of chopping on it annually. Some are bushes and most are small trees. They range in ultimate heights from
3-30 feet. Plant varieties accordingly. 

7.Crapemyrtles have some of the most beautiful trunks and branching structure of any ornamental tree that we grow. A
crapemyrtle never pruned will always be prettier than one that is maimed. The standard aesthetic rule of thumb is two-thirds
upper branches and one-third sinuous lower trunks. Topping produces the opposite.

8.Cutting crapemyrtles back severely produces long sappy growth that flops and droops when they bloom. It creates larger
blooms but fewer of them. It also delays the bloom time.

9.Topping crapemyrtles isn’t recommended by any horticultural expert or educational publication in the world, with all
agreeing that it’s harmful to the tree and unattractive.

10.If your crapemyrtle has been horribly scarred by “crape murder,” cut it to the ground in early spring and watch how fast it
grows back. Wait one year then select the number of permanent trunks you want. Dwarf and semi-dwarf cultivars however
can be grown as summer blooming shrubs by cutting back to around one foot high each spring when they begin to sprout.



 Squash and Zucchini are healthy and delicious

vegetables that many East Texans love to eat.

Traditionally squash and zucchini were a popular

Native American crop grown alongside corn and

beans. Known as the three sisters, squash was

grown as a ground cover plant to prevent weeds

from growing alongside the bean and corn crop.

They are prolific producers, so you would only need

a few plants to sustain your family and a few friends.

Growing these two vegetables are very simple and

easy. They are very popular warm season vegetables

and can be prepared in many ways. Squash and

zucchini need to be planted in well-drained soils

and may require fertilization depending on your

soils analysis. It is always Important to conduct a soil

test on the plot that you are wishing to plant on. It

is preferred to have a pH of at least a 6.0 and no

greater than a 6.5. Before planting these vegetables,

you would need to till soil 2 or 3 weeks prior to

planting.

               When you are ready to plant, always keep

in mind that these two crops can grow only in the

spring or summer, always plant after the threat of

frost; it would be safe to plant after the Easter snap.

Plant both in mounds 18 to 48 inches apart from

each other and rows need to be at least 3-8 feet

apart.  Depending on the variety of squash and

zucchini, this will determine if they need more

space than others. You can either purchase seeds or

transplants to begin the growing process. If you go

the seeding route you will need to plant 5-6 seeds

per mound 1 inch deep. Soon after planting and

they begin to emerge; you will need to select the

healthiest 3 sprouts and dispose of the others. 

Squash & Zucchini
W R I T T E N  B Y :  A N T H O N Y  B R O W N  

Depending on your soil test, apply around 2

or 3 sprouts of fertilizer per 100 square feet;

work the fertilizer into the soil 3-4 inches

deep. When you notice the first blooms,

then that would be the best time to apply

the fertilizer. To keep plants from wilting,

keep plants irrigated regularly. Depending

on our weather conditions you may need to

water plants early in the morning or late in

the evening. 

    To prevent weeds from competing with

these crops, an herbicide application may

need to be used or you will need to pull

weeds manually from around the plants.

Always read the label before you apply any

pesticide. Squash and zucchini are most

susceptible to disease around harvest time,

you will need to apply a fungicide. The

natural predators to both these vegetables

are, Squash vine borer, Squash bug and the

Cucumber beetle. Talk to your local County

Extension Agent about an insecticide that

you will need to apply to help combat these

insects. I will give you a fair warning; when

it’s time to pick your harvest I would

strongly advise you to put on long sleeves, if

not you will develop an itch on your skin.

Both vegetables are great sources of

Vitamin A and C. Keep squash and zucchini

refrigerated, or frozen until they are ready to

be prepared. You can cook these vegetables

by boiling, grilling, frying, or baking them.

Be sure to contact you local County

Extension Agent, if you have any questions

about both of the vegetables.























THINGS TO DO IN 
MARCH 

PLANT CARE: 
Divide summer and fall-blooming perennials.
Plant summer-blooming bulbs and tubers, such as crinums, cannas, daylilies,
montbretia, hymenocallis, and lilies.
Control weeds and refresh mulch in beds to retain moisture, moderate temperatures,
and preventweeds.
After the danger of frost, set out tomato, pepper, and eggplant transplants and seed
summer vegetables such as corn, beans, cucumbers, and squash. Rotate the planting
position of the vegetable species from previous seasons to decrease disease likelihood.
Begin planting summer bedding plants and perennial salvias after last frost (do not
plant periwinkles until after Memorial Day).
Allow spring and fall bulb foliage to die naturally in order to feed the bulb for next year.
Don’t cut off till after Mother’s Day or yellow.
Cut back frozen perennials, tropicals, and any freeze damage on shrubs.

 
FERTILIZE:

Apply 3:1:2 lawn fertilizer (15-5-10, 18-6-12 etc.) to annual bedding plants and
vegetables.
Do not fertilize lawns until mid-April when nights are warm and you’ve mowed the grass
(not the weeds) several times.

Treat pests as they arise. Consider using proven organic or least toxic remedies for the
health of your family and our earth, especially in the vegetable garden. Remember
insects can be cured but diseases can only be prevented.
Check crapemyrtles for bark scale and treat with a systemic insecticide when they first
leaf out, but no later so as not to kill bees and pollinators.

 PESTS:

ODDS & ENDS:

·Canes of climbers should be secured.
Water gardens should be drained, cleaned, and replanted as needed.
Butterfly bushes (buddleia) should be cut back by ¾.
Apply pre-emergent herbicide ASAP for crabgrass, grassburs, and other annual summer
weeds if they haven’t already germinated.
Carefully apply broadleaf herbicide to weeds in lawn (weed and feed fertilizers are not
very effective and not recommended).



 Helpful Resources 

East Texas Gardening with Keith Hansen: easttexasgardening.com
Facebook Page: facebook.com/easttexasgardening 
Greg Grant 's Blog: arborgate.com/greg-ramblings
Facebook Page: facebook.com/ggrantgardens
Neil Sperry's Web Site: neilsperry.com 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/NeilSperryTexas
Plant Answers: plantanswers.com 
Texas Gardener Magazine: texasgardener.com 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/texasgardenermagazine

 Horticulture 

Agriculture 
Ranch TV: https//ranchtv.org 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/ranchtv/ 
Texas A&M Wildlife and Fisheries Extension: https://wfsc.tamu.edu
Videos: https://www.youtube.com/user/WFSCAgriLife
Facebook Page: facebook.com/wfscextension/
Texas A&M Natural Resources Instiute: https//nri.tamu.edu 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/tamuNRI/
Wild Pig Resources and Videos:http://feralhogs.tamu.edu
  University Based 
Texas A&M Aggie Horticulture: aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu
Facebook Page: facebook.com/aggiehorticulture 
Integrated Pest Management: ipm.tamu.edu 
Insect Answers and Information: citybugs.tamu.edu 
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory: plantclinic.tamu.edu 
Turf and Grass Care: aggieturf.tamu.edu 
Texas A&M Forestry Service: tfsweb@tamu.edu 
Soil Testing Information: Soiltesting.tamu.edu 

 
 Gardens 
SFA Garden in Nocogdoches: sfagardens.sfasu.edu 
The Garden at Texas A&M: gardens.tamu.edu 
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