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1. Soil Testing - Soil testing is a valuable forage

production practice under any economic scenario, but

it is especially important during economically difficult

periods. It is wasteful to apply more fertilizer than

needed, but forage production will be reduced if too

little is applied. It will also keep you aware of soil pH.

Sometimes a $12 soil test can save you from needlessly

applying lime that is not needed just because

someone at the coffee shop said all soils need lime. Or,

if you do need to apply lime, the soil test will tell you

precisely the amount to apply. Soil testing takes the

guesswork out of fertilization. Fertilizer

recommendations are tailored to the type of forage

being grown. 

2. Timing of Fertilization - The timing of fertilization

becomes increasingly important as the need to

maximize production efficiency increases. Timing is

especially important with nitrogen fertilizer, which

results in the greatest grass growth response, but

which leaches easily. Applying nitrogen fertilizer just

prior to times when conditions are likely to be

optimum for forage growth, such as at the beginning

of the growing season, helps maximize its utilization.

Many producers get in too big of a hurry and fertilize

bermuda grass too early. Night time temperatures

should average about 65 degrees for a week before

you apply fertilizer in the spring. In periods of limited

soil moisture, delaying fertilizer application until

moisture is present or is imminent can also increase

efficiency. 

3. Use of Waste Materials as Fertilizer - Each year

many producers express interest in using various types

of waste materials such as broiler litter, animal

manures, sewage sludge, or effluents from various

sources to fertilize (and to a lesser extent irrigate)

forage crops. There are many considerations involved

in the use of waste materials, but they unquestionably

often offer a means for some producers to lower their

fertilizer bills. Products that were not economically

feasible to use in the past may have become feasible

to use because of changed economic conditions.

These are usually slow release nitrogen sources. 
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4. Legumes - The biological nitrogen fixation ability

of forage legumes becomes increasingly attractive as

the expense of nitrogen fertilizer increases. While soil

pH, phosphorus and potassium requirements are

higher for legumes, the combined cost of the

increased requirement for these soil amendments is

lower than the cost of nitrogen fertilizer. Another

incentive for using clovers and other legumes is that

they usually increase animal performance and can

help offset certain animal disorders such as fescue

toxicity and grass tetany. If pastures contain at least

30 to 40% legumes, the addition of commercial

nitrogen fertilizer can usually be avoided. 

5. Acidification from Nitrogen Fertilizer - Most

nitrogen fertilizers decrease soil pH. This, amounts to

a "hidden cost" associated with applying nitrogen

fertilizer because even forage grasses must be limed

periodically to offset low soil pH. In general, the more

nitrogen fertilizer applied the more lime that needs

to be applied. 

6. Long Term Pasture Health - If phosphorus and/or

potassium levels in the soil become depleted, forage

stands will decline and weedy species such as

bluestems will be likely to invade. Therefore, allowing

levels of these nutrients to fall below the "medium"

level of soil fertility is not in the best interests of long-

term pasture health. Pastures having poor forage

stands will not respond quickly to fertilization once

livestock prices improve, plus the costs of weed

control will then have to be borne. Next week, I will

cover ways to improve efficiency of hay production/

utilization and efficiency of grazing.

Remember, it all starts with a soil test. I always use

this analogy, do you put oil in your vehicle without

checking the dipstick first? You should not fertilize

your pastures without conducting a soil test. It will be

the best $12 spent! If you have any further questions,

please contact Clint Perkins at the Smith County

Extension Office located at 1517 W. Front Street in

Tyler or call 903-590-2980. 



The dormant season is the perfect time to plant fruit

and nut trees in East Texas. With the cooler

temperatures, planting now allows trees to develop

strong roots before spring growth begins. If you’ve

ever considered adding fruit or nut trees to your

landscape, now is the time to get started.

 First, make sure you have enough space. Most fruit

and nut trees require a full day of sun and an area of

at least 25 feet by 25 feet. Keep in mind that a single

regionally adapted pear tree, when properly cared for,

can produce two bushels of fruit—or about 100

pounds! Avoid planting more trees than you can care

for or use.

Bare-root trees require dormant season planting

during the winter. Begin by preparing the site. Clear

an area at least 4 feet by 4 feet of weeds and grass,

and till or spade the soil. If the soil has a hardpan

layer beneath it, break it up to allow better drainage.

You can create a small berm to elevate the planting

site if drainage is a concern.

Dig a hole large enough to accommodate the tree’s

roots, usually about 12 inches wide and 18 inches

deep. Trim and remove any broken or dead roots.

Place the tree in the hole and backfill with the same

soil, ensuring the tree is planted at the same depth it

grew in the nursery. Planting too deep will slowly kill

the tree. Mulch around the base with about three

inches of compost, pine straw, or other organic mulch.

This helps suppress weeds and insulates the soil.

 In spring, as grass and weeds begin to grow, maintain

a 3- to 4-foot weed-free zone around the tree. You can

do this by reapplying mulch or carefully spraying a

non-selective herbicide (avoiding contact with the tree

trunk or foliage). Keeping this area weed-free is critical

for the tree’s success.
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 Choose fruit and nut varieties that are well-adapted

to East Texas. Not all types thrive in our region (many

don’t), so selecting the right varieties is key. Medium-

sized trees are generally cheaper, easier to plant, and

establish better than larger ones. Prune young bare

root trees to about 18–24 inches tall at planting. This

helps balance the top growth with the reduced root

system, promotes strong new growth, and makes

training the tree easier.

 Before purchasing, inspect the roots for health. Look

for healthy white roots without brown streaks and

check the trunk for any signs of damage. With proper

care, many fruit trees can produce fruit as early as

their second year after planting.

For a list of recommended varieties for Smith County,

visit the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service-Smith

County website at smith.agrilife.org and look under

the horticulture links. You can also sign up for the free

Agriculture-Horticulture monthly newsletter for

program flyers, articles, and gardening tips.

Information on specific fruit and nut trees is available

on the Aggie Horticulture website under “Fruit and Nut

Resources.”

 If you’d like to learn more about growing fruit, nut,

and vegetable crops in East Texas, plan to attend the

East Texas Fruit, Nut, and Vegetable Conference on

Friday, February 7, in Tyler. Details are available on

the same website or on the Texas A&M AgriLife

Extension Service Smith County Facebook page.



MOO ! MOO !  MOO! 

I hope everyone was able to survive these frigid temperatures that we received last month, I can honestly
say; we experienced a winter this year oppose to the previous two years. We are not out of the clear just
as, yet our last frost date is normally scheduled for March 15th, and our annual Easter snap. For many
cattle producers around the county are preparing for the springtime this month. Whether it be calves
being born, applying herbicide applications, preparing new grazing pastures, repairing hay equipment,
and making sure bulls are ready for breeding purposes, are all things cattlemen will be responsible for to
ensure they have another successful year in business. Things have been looking good for cattle producers
with the market prices being high and have been a long road from where prices were a few years ago.
Although the prices are favorable, inputs are always on the rise. To ensure that producers keep up with the
demand of producing cattle; if one hiccup happens it can set them back financially and create
unexpected challenges on their operations. Cattle producers need to understand that to remain in
production they first must recognize that they are forage producers before cattle raisers. Meaning, the
more adequate forage you have available the more pounds yield you will be able to produce. Depending
on the weight of a cow, they typically will eat about 24lbs of forage a day. Herbicide applications are
necessary to get rid of unwanted plants (weeds) in forage systems. If you have a hard time identifying a
weed, I encourage you to reach out to your local County Extension Agent to help identify and get
guidance on a chemical recommendation to ensure that you get the greatest yield for these years
grazing or hay crop. You can get ahead of the game by doing an annual soil test to see what nutrients
you are lacking that causes weeds and decrease the amount of good forage available. Our soil here in
East Texas needs lime to help with the fertility of the soil. These amenities to your forage systems are not
cheap, however, to make money it takes money. Once you make the necessary investments you will see
the gains in your cattle and results in higher profits at the auction barn.  A good management practice
that can make or break an operation is bull selection. A good herd bull is the number one factor in cow-
calf operation. Annual bull tests by veterinarians are recommended to ensure that your bull will be able to
cover each cow once he’s turned out in pastures with cows. Like humans, cattle have a 9-month
pregnancy term, imagine if you have an infertile bull on your operation, you run a risk of losing thousands
of dollars by the time you catch the problem. As calves are starting to be born this spring it’s important
that the bull you selected is a good fit for your cattle. Getting an expected progeny difference (EPD) score
on a bull can give you an approximate idea on the expected birth weight and calving ease saving you
time and money in the long run. Culling cows that are older and have a difficult time having calves are
things you should do often. As mentioned previously the inputs in raising cattle are increasing each year
and you cannot afford to feed any cow that is not producing a calf each year.

Care management of cattle is also important as well. Cattle need to meet nutritional balance after calves
are born. If your forage is where it needs to be, most of their nutritional needs will be met. However, if you
are lacking any minerals or protein, you will need additional supplementation with mineral and protein
tubs. The healthier the cow is the quicker their calves will grow. If you can afford to feed calves on creep,
sweet, or a mixed ration feed, you can decrease the number of days that you need to hold them before
they are ready for auction, weighting around 450-500lbs + about six months old. 

Lastly, with all the unpredictable weather that we have been experiencing these last few years. Timing is
very crucial when it comes to harvesting fields for hay production. We sometimes have very short
windows to harvest a hay crop and if your equipment is not up to par you are at risk of losing money,
proper nutrients and a hay cutting. Haying equipment is very expensive and can be very costly if any part
on your machinery is not maintained. Now is a perfect time while fields lay dormant to make equipment
ready to roll when our first hay cutting is ready to be harvest around May or June. Please stay in contact
with County Extension Agent, they are a great and helpful resource to enhance your operation.

Written By: Anthony Brown 





















Helpful Resources 
 Horticulture 

East Texas Gardening with Keith Hansen: easttexasgardening.com
Facebook Page: facebook.com/easttexasgardening 
Greg Grant 's Blog: arborgate.com/greg-ramblings
Facebook Page: facebook.com/ggrantgardens
Neil Sperry's Web Site: neilsperry.com 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/NeilSperryTexas
Plant Answers: plantanswers.com 
Texas Gardener Magazine: texasgardener.com 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/texasgardenermagazine

Agriculture 
Ranch TV: https//ranchtv.org 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/ranchtv/ 
Texas A&M Wildlife and Fisheries Extension: https://wfsc.tamu.edu
Videos: https://www.youtube.com/user/WFSCAgriLife
Facebook Page: facebook.com/wfscextension/
Texas A&M Natural Resources Instiute: https//nri.tamu.edu 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/tamuNRI/
Wild Pig Resources and Videos:http://feralhogs.tamu.edu
 

 University Based 

Texas A&M Aggie Horticulture: aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu
Facebook Page: facebook.com/aggiehorticulture 
Integrated Pest Management: ipm.tamu.edu 
Insect Answers and Information: citybugs.tamu.edu 
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory: plantclinic.tamu.edu 
Turf and Grass Care: aggieturf.tamu.edu 
Texas A&M Forestry Service: tfsweb@tamu.edu 
Soil Testing Information: Soiltesting.tamu.edu 

  Gardens 

SFA Garden in Nacogdoches: sfagardens.sfasu.edu 
The Garden at Texas A&M: gardens.tamu.edu 





Prune hybrid tea, grandiflora, and floribunda roses mid-month at 45-
degree angles just above outward facing buds. Remove dead wood
and crossing branches. Prune climbers after first bloom by removing
oldest canes only. Prune shrub, tea, China, polyantha, and
miniature roses with hedge clippers. 
Plant roses, groundcovers, trees, shrubs, vines, fruit/nuts, petunias,
and snapdragons. 
Plant onion sets early in the month.
Plant Irish potatoes around Valentine’s Day.
Begin to plant your garden with lettuce, cilantro, parsley, radishes,
mustard, carrots, beets, turnips, broccoli, Brussels sprouts, kale,
collards, Swiss chard, spinach, and cauliflower. 
Cut back frozen perennials and tropicals.

THINGS TO DO IN FEBRUARY 

Clean, sharpen, and oil outdoor tools.
Check irrigation systems for missing or broken heads. Clean filters. 
Service mowers and power equipment. 
Clean out and/or mount bluebird nest boxes.  
Clean out and/or erect purple martin houses.   
Keep bird feeders filled with black oil sunflower seed.
Keep bird baths clean and filled.

Begin regular disease prevention programs for susceptible roses.
Treat aphids on ornamentals with strong spray of water,
insecticidal soap, or other appropriately labeled insecticide.
At first sign of cabbage loopers on broccoli, cabbage, and
cauliflower apply BT (Bacillus thuringiensis). 

PEST

PLANT CARE 

ODDS AND ENDS 







Kaufman County AG Extension Off ice
2471  TX 34 ,  Kaufman
Kr is  Kumar wi l l  lead Rose Pruning Class
Open to the Publ ic

10:00 Am
Snacks Provided by: Tricia, Marcia & Parie

FEBRUARY 3, 2025

MONTHLY
MEETING










