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The weather this year has been a roller coaster. We have had a tremendous amount of rain

throughout the spring and into the summer. Hay producers could not get into the fields to bale their

hay on time. First cutting hay was very mature. This would a great year to plant a winter pasture.

Producers need to begin planning to have a winter pasture in August to be planted in the middle of

September to October time frame. This is the time to sod seed small grains such as cereal rye, wheat,

oats, and ryegrass into bermuda grass or bahia grass pastures for some excellent late winter and

early spring grazing. This could also let you supplement your hay supply. I would go ahead and book

the seed because small grains will not be in great supply this year due to excess rains that we had

early on. 

Small grain pasture provides high quality forage which can supplement (if limit grazed) or substitute

for hay to carry your herd through to next spring. When the small grains are sod seeded into existing

Bermuda grass or bahia grass pastures, it provides solid footing for cattle through wet periods. Sod

seeding also allows small grains to be grown in areas where seedbed preparation is not feasible.

In many places, wheat is the small grain of choice, but cereal rye and ryegrass can also be used.

Cereal rye usually will cost a little more per acre to establish due to the higher price of seed. However,

cereal rye has more fall growth potential and normally provides better fall grazing. It is the most cold

tolerant of the small grains. Cereal rye will end its growing season early in the spring allowing

Bermuda grass to begin its growing season with little or no competition. Ryegrass is less expensive

to establish, but does not provide much fall or early winter grazing when sod seeded. The growing

season for ryegrass does not end until May-June, which makes it compete with early bermuda grass

or bahia grass growth.  This competition limits Bermuda grass production during its most productive

time of year. Wheat provides moderate fall grazing and lasts longer than cereal rye, but not as long

as ryegrass. By utilizing small grain forage by early May will reduce competition with warm season

grasses.

Hold off nitrogen applications until there is a frost that will cause the warm season grasses to go into

dormancy. Apply 50 to 60 lbs. of actual nitrogen (108 to 130 lbs. of urea or 150 to 180 lbs of ammonium

nitrate) after the warm season grass goes dormant. An additional top-dress of 60 to 80 lbs. of

nitrogen will need to be applied in late January or early February. Increasing the stocking rate in the

spring will take advantage of the abundant forage produced in the early spring. Try to graze the

winter pasture out by the end of April to allow for Bermuda grass fertilization and growth.

Small grains can be a tool to help extend hay supplies and increase milk production in fall and early

winter calving cows. I have 3 different publications I wrote on Winter Pasture Establishment here in

the office. Feel free to stop by and pick up a copy. Remember to keep a high magnesium mineral out

for cows that are nursing calves and running on small grain pastures.

If you have any questions, please contact Clint Perkins at the Smith County Extension office located

at 1517 West Front Street, suite 116 in Tyler, or call 903-590-2980.
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This year, two large public rose plantings in Tyler have been observed with rose rosette disease. One
was at Broadway and the Loop, and the other on Roseland Boulevard just off Broadway. Every
infected rose must be removed and destroyed immediately to prevent the disease from spreading
throughout our home landscapes and public gardens. Tyler is known as the “Rose Capital of
America,” so not growing roses isn’t an option. That’s why it is critical to recognize this devastating
virus and learn how to respond when symptoms appear.

The symptoms of rose rosette are distinctive. The most obvious sign is a bizarre, densely clustered
growth at the ends of branches known as a “witches’ broom.” These shoots often display an unusual
red-orange color and an excessive number of thorns. However, color alone isn’t conclusive since
many roses naturally produce reddish new growth. Infected plants often look like they’ve been hit
with a broadleaf herbicide. You might also notice flattened or unusually elongated stems, distorted
leaves, and rampant, erratic growth. In early stages, symptoms may appear on just a few shoots, but
the disease spreads internally and eventually weakens or kills the plant over time.

Rose rosette virus spreads in two primary ways. In the garden, it is transmitted by a microscopic
eriophyid mite that feeds on infected roses and then moves to healthy ones. These mites are so
small that wind can carry them from plant to plant. To reduce the chances of spreading, avoid
letting roses touch one another. The virus can also be transmitted through propagation. Any rose
grown from cuttings or budwood taken from an infected plant will carry the disease since the virus
lives within the plant’s tissue.

There is no cure. Pruning away the affected growth will not remove the virus, and applying
pesticides or homemade remedies will not help. Once symptoms are visible, the disease has already
spread throughout the plant.

The only solution is to remove and destroy the entire rose bush, including its roots as soon as
symptoms are detected. Seal the infected plant in a trash bag and dispose of it with household
waste or burn it if local regulations permit. Leaving infected roses in place puts all your other roses,
and those across Tyler and East Texas, at risk. The virus is not soilborne, so once the diseased plants
are gone, healthy roses can safely be replanted in the same location, although I’d suggest waiting
until fall, winter, or spring when conditions are mild and moist.

If you suspect you have rose rosette, but are not certain, you may submit a sample to the Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension Plant Disease Diagnostic Laboratory in College Station. Instructions and
submission forms are available online at plantclinic.tamu.edu. There is a fee for diagnostic testing.

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR ROSE ROSETTE VIRUS 
W R I T T E N  B Y  G R E G  G R A N T   

http://plantclinic.tamu.edu/


W R I T T E N  B Y : A N T H O N Y  B R O W N   

Raising small ruminants (goats and sheep) on 15 acres or less in East Texas, is not only possible, but also a
smart way to put limited land to good use. Whether you’re a beginner looking to dip your boots into
livestock production or an experienced cattle producer wanting to diversify, small acreage and small
ruminants go together when managed properly. Smith County offers a warm climate, long growing
season, and plenty of forage options. But with smaller acreage comes the need for careful planning,
pasture rotation, fencing, parasite control, and realistic expectations. Small ruminants are ideal for
limited acreage. Goats are browsers, they love brushes, vines, and weeds; while sheep are grazers and
prefer grasses and forbs. Together, they can make use of areas cattle might ignore. On 15 acres or less,
stocking 10 to 30 head (depending on land condition and rotation) can bring in supplemental income,
manage vegetation, or simply support a self-sufficient lifestyle.

Here in Smith County, where land is becoming more residential and fragmented, small ruminants allow
ag use and potential property tax exemptions without needing hundreds of acres. If your property is
brushy or wooded, goats are a solid choice. Spanish, Kiko, or Boer goats are common meat breeds in
East Texas. Spanish goats are hardy and low maintenance. Kiko’s offer parasite resistance, while Boers
grow faster, but are more susceptible to diseases and parasites. On the other hand, sheep do better with
improved pasture and prefer to graze year-round. Hair sheep breeds like Katahdin or Dorper are great in
our climate—they shed their wool, tolerate heat and humidity, and produce quality meat with less
maintenance than wool breeds.

Fencing is very critical for a small ruminant operation. Goats are escape artists and standard barbed wire
won’t cut it. Some fencing considerations that can be used include. (1) Woven wire fencing at least 4–5
feet tall. (2) Hot wire (electric) along the top or middle to keep animals in and predators out. (3) Clear
fence lines—goats will climb or lean on anything touching the fence Sheep aren’t as bad about
escaping, but both are vulnerable to predators like coyotes and stray dogs. Some producers use
livestock guardian dogs (LGDs), donkeys, or llamas to protect their animals. Fencing is important for
rotational grazing purposes as well. On 15 acres, you should divide the property into 4–6 paddocks.
Allowing pastures to rest to encourage forage regrowth, natural parasite control, and increase soil
health, are all benefits to rotational grazing.

East Texas is humid and warm—a perfect environment for internal parasites like barber pole worms in
sheep and goats. Keep pastures mowed to reduce worm larvae on lower forage, avoid overgrazing, using
FAMACHA scoring to monitor anemia and determine which animals to deworm, and fecal testing, are
ways to combat internal and external parasites. Closely monitoring your animals after deworming is
critical, because animals may build up a resistance overtime to certain dewormers. Mineral licks specific
to species are recommended, fresh drinking water, quality hay when in drought conditions, and
supplemental grains before and during kidding season. are helpful tools to ensure animals are healthy.

Animals will need some sort of shelter from our unpredictable weather, a shed or barn will do just fine,
also working pens will be needed to administer any vaccinations or any other medicals treatments if
necessary. There are several resources here at our office and other agencies in the county that can help
assist small ruminant producers. Grazing, nutrition workshops, and FAMACHA training are all put on
through the Extension Office here in Smith County. Farm assistance programs are available through the
Smith County USDA office. 

There are local producer organizations that you can join and get a wealth of information pertaining to
sheep and goat production. Raising small ruminants on 15 acres or less in Smith County isn’t just doable,
it’s practical, profitable, and enjoyable. With proper planning, rotational grazing, and a willingness to
learn, small acreage landowners can succeed with goats or sheep. Whether you want to feed your
family, sell meat locally, or just get closer to the land, small ruminants are a good fit for East Texas.

 

SMALL RUMINANT PRODUCTION  



Susceptibility of Ornamental and Nursery Plants to European Pepper Moth Infestation

Rafia Khan Ph.D.
Assistant Professor and Extension Entomologist
Texas A&M AgriLife Research and Extension Center, Overton, TX, USA

The European pepper moth (EPM), Duponchelia fovealis (Zeller), is an invasive lepidopteran species in the United States
with a notably broad host range, posing an increasing concern for the nation's ornamental and nursery industries. Adult
moths are grayish brown and regarded as small to medium in size, with a body length of 9-12 mm and a wingspan of 19-21
mm. A distinguishing feature is the pair of yellowish-white transverse lines on the forewings, with the outer line displaying
a characteristic finger-like projection. The larvae are cream-colored with distinct brown spots and a shiny, dark head
capsule, making them identifiable during scouting and inspections. This pest is highly polyphagous, able to infest a broad
spectrum of plant species from several botanical families. Its host range includes herbaceous plants, annuals, perennials,
and woody ornamentals. Economically significant crops commonly grown in greenhouses and nurseries, such as begonia,
impatiens, roses, cyclamen, geranium, poinsettia, along with various herbs and vegetables, are particularly susceptible to
damage from European pepper moth infestations.
The European pepper moth completes its life cycle with an egg, three larval stages/instars, a pupa, and an adult. Its larvae,
the most damaging stage, feed aggressively on a range of plant parts, roots, stems, leaves, flowers, and buds, leading to
symptoms such as webbing, frass deposits, chewed foliage, stem girdling, stunted growth, and in severe cases, complete
plant collapse/death. Because this insect can infest a wide variety of plant species, it poses a significant threat to diverse
crops commonly grown in ornamental and greenhouse production. Given the pest’s ability to infest a wide array of
economically valuable ornamental and vegetable crops, understanding host plant susceptibility is critical. Determining
which plants are most vulnerable to EPM will help guide monitoring, risk assessment, and integrated pest management
strategies. Therefore, a study was conducted to evaluate the susceptibility of different host plants to EPM across three key
nursery and greenhouse production areas in East Texas, providing essential information for developing targeted and
sustainable pest management practices.
To monitor European pepper moth (EPM) activity near susceptible host plants, we deployed delta traps adjacent to
nursery production areas in Cherokee, Smith, and Van Zandt counties in East Texas. Monitoring was conducted using
Pherocon VI Delta Traps with white sticky liners (Model #33315-30, orange; Trece Inc., OK, USA). Male EPMs were attracted
using the Pherocon EPM lure (Model TC/CO-3287-25, Trece Inc., OK, USA). Five traps were installed at 20-foot intervals
within open nursery pad areas and were monitored regularly from April to November 2024. Sticky liners and pheromone
lures were replaced biweekly to ensure trap efficacy. Each liner was labeled with relevant information, including date,
trap number, host plant, and location, to ensure accurate and organized data collection.
European pepper moth (EPM) activity was found to be more prominent near specific host plants, including Hemerocallis,
Echinacea, rose, chrysanthemum, hibiscus, and Loropetalum. Among these, plants showing visible symptoms of
infestation such as webbing, frass, feeding damage, stunted growth, etc., were counted and closely monitored.
Symptomatic specimens were collected and transported to the Overton Research Center, where they were placed under
greenhouse conditions for further observation. Each plant was housed within a BugDorm enclosure to monitor for adult
emergence. Adult EPM were successfully reared from infested chrysanthemum and Loropetalum plants, confirming these
species as active reproductive hosts in the study area.
The insights gained from this study on host plant susceptibility to European pepper moth in the East Texas region will
provide valuable guidance to local nursery and greenhouse producers. By identifying which plant species are more
vulnerable to infestation, growers can enhance their monitoring efforts, implement targeted preventive strategies, and
respond more effectively to early signs of pest activity. Ultimately, this proactive approach will help mitigate potential
crop losses and reduce the economic impact of EPM before infestations reach damaging levels.

W H A T ’ S  B U G G I N G  Y O U  

Figure 1. Symptomatic host plants infested by
European pepper moth: (A) Chrysanthemum showing
chewing injury on leaves; (B) Loropetalum with signs
of chewed/skeletonized leaves, dropping leaves, and
girdling near the soil line.
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Ranch TV: https//ranchtv.org 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/ranchtv/ 

Texas A&M Wildlife and Fisheries Extension: https://wfsc.tamu.edu
Videos: https://www.youtube.com/user/WFSCAgriLife

Facebook Page: facebook.com/wfscextension/
Texas A&M Natural Resources Instiute: https//nri.tamu.edu 

Facebook Page: facebook.com/tamuNRI/
Wild Pig Resources and Videos:http://feralhogs.tamu.edu

 

Helpful Resources 
 Horticulture 

East Texas Gardening with Keith Hansen: easttexasgardening.com
Facebook Page: facebook.com/easttexasgardening 
Greg Grant 's Blog: arborgate.com/greg-ramblings

Facebook Page: facebook.com/ggrantgardens
Neil Sperry's Web Site: neilsperry.com 

Facebook Page: facebook.com/NeilSperryTexas
Plant Answers: plantanswers.com 

Texas Gardener Magazine: texasgardener.com 
Facebook Page: facebook.com/texasgardenermagazine

Agriculture 

 University Based 
Texas A&M Aggie Horticulture: aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu

Facebook Page: facebook.com/aggiehorticulture 
Integrated Pest Management: ipm.tamu.edu 

Insect Answers and Information: citybugs.tamu.edu 
Disease Diagnostic Laboratory: plantclinic.tamu.edu 

Turf and Grass Care: aggieturf.tamu.edu 
Texas A&M Forestry Service: tfsweb@tamu.edu 

Soil Testing Information: Soiltesting.tamu.edu 

  Gardens 
SFA Garden in Nacogdoches: sfagardens.sfasu.edu 

The Garden at Texas A&M: gardens.tamu.edu 





Watch for signs of drought stress in plantings. Apply necessary deep soaking supplemental water
as needed. Large-leaved plants such as hydrangeas, cannas, and elephant ears may need extra
water during drought. Keep plants mulched with several inches of coarse organic matter to
minimize drought stress.
Remove spent blooms and bloom stalks of cannas. Apply Bt as needed for canna leaf rollers.
Last chance to plant plant beans, cucumbers, and squash in the vegetable garden for a fall crop.
Continue to irrigate lawn, annuals, and vegetables once per week (one inch of water); azaleas
perennials, and Japanese maples every two weeks; and shrubs, vines, groundcovers, and shade
trees once per month until fall rains begin. Deep infrequent soaking is the key to success, deep
roots, and drought tolerance.
Continue to watch for chinch bugs on St. Augustine grass in hot, sunny, exposed locations. Treat
immediately as needed with appropriately labeled insecticide.
Mow lawns higher to increase root depth and wear tolerance.
Remove trees killed or severely damaged by storm and two summer droughts. If they are in open
areas leave for woodpeckers and secondary cavity dwellers.
Deadhead (remove) spent blossoms and seed-heads on annuals and perennials.

THINGS TO DO IN AUGUST

Provide much needed water for the birds.  Change nectar in hummingbird feeders
every week as heat causes the nectar to ferment.
Guard against mosquitoes by eliminating standing water in containers. Use mosquito
dunks (Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis) in bird baths and garden ponds.
Sharpen lawn mower blades for a cleaner cut.
Prepare gardens for the many cool-season vegetables to be planted in September.

Odds and Ends 

Plant Care 
























